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Wurtemberg, each of which has an independent king in
nowise subject, but merely allied to the Prussian mon-
arch.
It is only in time of war, and for the sake of successful
co-operation that the supreme command of the united
German military forces is by special agreement vested in
the hands of the German emperor—a tribute to the supe-
riority and pre-eminence of the Prussian military reorgani-
zations. It is true that Prussia has since then, by degrees,
endeavored to encroach upon the independence of the
federal states. But this is strongly resented, to-day more
than ever, and William is constantly being reminded by the
non-Prussian press, by the non-Prussian governments, and
even by the non-Prussian reigning dynasties that they are
not vassals, but allies of Prussia.
The German emperor has no crown as such, nor any
civil list, and with the solitary exception of his eldest son,
all the members of his family figure merely as royal Prus-
sian, not imperial German princes. Thus, for instance,
Prince Henry, the brother of the emperor, is addressed
not as imperial highness, but only as royal highness.
Had William attempted to have himself crowned as Ger-
man emperor, it would merely have had the effect of
attracting public attention to the difference existing be-
tween his own status as emperor and that of his fellow -
sovereigns of Austria and Russia, besides which it would
have raised all sorts of troublesome questions with the
non-Prussian courts, and intensified their sensibilities and
prejudices. If, on the other hand, he had caused himself
to be crowned king of Prussia in the ancient city of
Konigsberg, where all Prussian kings have been crowned,
the ceremony would have had the effect of impressing
upon the world at large the fact that the only real crown

